


May all beings rise in compassion.
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Humanity stands at the doorway. Through this doorway is unlimited opportunity for renewable energy, cooperation, 
dialogue, and genuine harmony among mankind. Perhaps now more than ever, Music can help usher humanity 
through this doorway. 

In 1968, the two most influential monks of the 20th century, His Holiness the Dalai Lama and Thomas Merton, met  
in the high Himalayan mountains of northern India. Over the course of five days, they dialogued and shared the core  
spiritual principles of their ancient Eastern and Western traditions. As evidenced in the photograph of the two men taken 
at the conclusion of their meetings, a true spiritual bond was formed, and with it, a declaration to work together to increase 
feelings of compassion in the world. Merton’s untimely death three weeks later served to deepen the Dalai Lama’s  
commitment to fulfill Merton’s wish, and 25 years later, he made a pilgrimage to Merton’s monastery to continue building 
the East-West bridge. Deeply moved by the feeling of peace that surrounds the monastery, the Dalai Lama suggested that an 
East-West summit be convened to gather together monks and nuns for a six day ‘encounter’ dedicated to  dialogue, prayer, 
and communion. Millenia Music was invited to provide the sacred music for the encounter, a music designed to draw the 
participants deeper into the silence, deeper into the heart. At the conclusion of the six-day summit, the music was deemed 
the central unifying element, and Millenia Music was invited to produce a musical recording to share with the world  
audience the essence of what was generated and experienced during the six-day encounter: the living feeling of compassion, 
vibrating in the cells, a deep feeling of peace, a direct experience of the feeling of love.  Millenia Music proposed creating an 
East-West musical-encounter involving its musicians, Tibetan monks, and Trappist monks, modeled on the six-day encoun-
ter, that would take place in three sacred sites over the course of five days: inside Mammoth Cave, the largest cave-system 
in the world; at the Abbey of Gethsemani, home of the late Thomas Merton; and inside the Furnace Mountain Zen Temple.  
At the conclusion of the five-day recording, Millenia Music and the Tibetan and Trappist monks rejoined His Holiness the 
Dalai Lama for the Interreligious Vigil for World Peace, for which they provided the sacred music. A year later, the completed 
musical recording, entitled COMPASSION, was formally presented to His Holiness the Dalai Lama and released worldwide. 
Three years later, Millenia Music was instrumental in bringing together for the first time His Holiness the Dalai Lama and 
Muhammad Ali for the Blessing of the Chamtse Ling Interfaith Temple, for which Millenia Music provided the sacred music.

At every point in planetary history, humanity has mustered the strength of will and integrity to face the challenges of its 
time. Now more than ever, the effort of all in the world is needed in order to steer the planet through the doorway and into a 
new threshold-era of peace and prosperity for all. May music be the bridge, and provide lasting feelings of peace and infinite 
love on this next phase of the journey.

“Perhaps it is Music that will save the world.”
Pablo Casals

Michael Fitzpatrick
Founder, Millenia Music



“It’s obvious that we have to 
plan the future....”

Thomas Merton 



“Now the time has come.
The world has become 
smaller and smaller.

We all have a common goal, 
and common responsibility: 

to make a common effort to achieve 
peace, world peace, peace through 

inner peace, and live 
a meaningful life.”

His Holiness the XIVth Dalai Lama 



Thoma Merton and His Holiness the XIVth Dalai Lama
Dharamsala, India November 1968





THOMAS MERTON

Photographs by Carolyn Hammer



“There is no way of telling everyone they are walking around 
shining like the sun.”
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“Merton wanted a thumb 

piano to play to the frogs.

He liked to play the bongos -

he was a jazz lover.”
  Richard Sisto

“When you were with him, he had this way of 

being to whoever he was talking to that made you 

feel you were the most important person - he was 

very nice to talk to that way - but then when it was 

time when the conversation was either over or 

perhaps he got bored, he cut it off and split . . .”
                         Richard Sisto

“He was always on the cutting edge.”
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Richard Sisto with Thomas Merton at the Abbey of Gethsemani

Thomas Merton with Carolyn Hammer at the Hermitage at the Abbey of Gethsemani
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“God moves straight through crooked lines.”



“A theology of love cannot be allowed merely to serve the interests of the rich and powerful, justifying their 

wars, their violence, and their bombs, while exhorting the poor and underprivileged to practice patience, 

meekness, longsuffering, and to solve their problems—if at all, nonviolently.

The theology of love must seek to deal realistically with 

the evil and injustice in the world, and not merely 

to compromise with them . . . A theology of love may 

also conceivably turn out to be 

a theology of revolution.”





His Holiness tHe Dalai lama 

Photographs by David Stephenson



“My religion is kindness.” 
His Holiness the Dalai Lama









Photo: John Buescher



tHe GetHsemani encounter

Photographs by John Buescher and Peter Smith





a benchmark 
in the history 

of east-west dialogue



“We must fulfill Merton’s wish.” 
His Holiness the Dalai Lama



“Thomas Merton made a brief statement which I have always considered one of the deepest 

theological insights in our century.  He simply says: God is not somebody else.”

Br. David Steindl-Rast
Moderator • The Gethsemani Encounter



“The music contributed so much to leading us to the heart. 
Only from heart-to-heart was it possible to have the dialogue that occurred.” 

Br. David Steindl-Rast





“Thomas Merton is really someone that we can look up to.  
He had the complete qualities of hearing. He also had the qualities 

of being learned, disciplined and having a good heart. He not only was able to practice 
himself, but his perspective was very, very broad.  

Even though the chapter of his life is over, what he was hoping to do and seeking to do can 
remain forever.  As for myself, I always consider myself as one of his Buddhist brothers. 
So, as a close friend - or as his brother - I always remember him, and I always admire 

his activities and his life-style. And so, for the rest of my life, the impact of meeting him will 
remain until my last breath.”

His Holiness the Dalai Lama
The Gethsemani Encounter



mammotH cave
uniteD nations WorlD HeritaGe site

tHe larGest cave system in tHe WorlD - 350 miles of tunnels anD caverns

“In the cave you forget there is an outer world somewhere above you.   
The hours have no meaning. Times ceases to be; no thought of labor, no sense 

of responsibility, no twinge of conscience 
intrudes to suggest the existence you have left.” 

An 1855 visitor

Digital Images by

VisionThang/Australia

Mitaja Films

Voice of America/Tibetan Broadcast Service 

KnewWays Multimedia



m a m m o t H  c a v e

tHe star cHamber







Invocation for World Peace





Can there be any silence
as deep as that in the heart of the earth? 

 
Draw us

into the depth of your very own silence

And out of that depth
let there rise up a new hope

a new spirit, a new aspiration 
for peace
for justice

for compassion

over the entire surface of the earth
from East to West

Br. Paul Quenon • Invocation












